History & Numeracy
Example – Hypatia of Alexandria 
For starting info see    http://www.answers.com/topic/hypatia-of-alexandria
The idea of the workshop might be to explore a little known female historical figure, and to involve numeracy as a ‘running mate’. Hypatia was a mathematician and astronomer.
Suggested format:
Context Building    Unfinished Materials 
As an introduction pupils might be introduced to the practitioner in role as a sea captain, or a member of the senate who needs to find a more accurate method of navigation.  The Astrolabe could be introduced as an unfinished project created by Hypatia, (who could be introduced as an absent character) perhaps we have a mock up of the article, a chart of the night sky and a rudimentary maritime chart. With the help of the practitioner the students in role as mathematicians must try to complete the puzzle, how does the Astrolabe relate to the stars and to the chart? What would the advantages be to a civilisation which had this knowledge as opposed to those that did not? How should Hypatia be rewarded for her invention? Perhaps the students could create a presentation ceremony to the senate, would some be suspicious of her, of the new invention, of a woman, how would it threaten the status quo?
Learning Opportunities – Encourages speculation, construction of narrative, numeracy skills, (mapping, angles, distances etc), gives participants ownership over the development of material, provides opportunities for decision making and choice, the opportunity to develop the hypothesis through drama. Requires negotiation and a collective approach to meaning making.
Narrative Action  Meeting/Interview/Teacher in Role
The group are gathered together within the drama as a mixture of Senate and Mathematicians, to debate the new invention, plan action, make collective decisions and suggest strategies for problems that may have arisen. Perhaps the students are primed by being given roles within the drama, such as the sceptic, the clergy, the sea captain, the politician, the explorer etc. The meeting should be chaired by the practitioner in role as head of the senate. A debate is encouraged and developed in the form of a structured improvisation, give the students time in groups to prepare their arguments for and against the new invention. What should be done with Hypatia? The Practitioner must act as interviewer in their role, to challenge, reveal information, elicit responses, expose motives etc. The group should be made aware that there is growing animosity towards Hypatia from certain elements of society – who might these people be / how might they react / what are their motives (the practitioner in role can feed information as necessary). Teacher in role can play ‘devil’s advocate’ and stir up the ‘anti’ camp if necessary.
Learning Opportunities – Very structured, practitioner in role controls the drama, emphasis on negotiation, making a case. Framing of history and information, understanding whether to trust every response or argument, social skills, contrasting views, task oriented acitivity

  Poetic Action   Analogy
The problem is explored further by working on a parallel contemporary situation that mirrors the historical equivalent – to make the unfamiliarity of the experience familiar. This can be left open for the practitioner to select something in a similar vein which is currently forefront in the media (scientific; space travel, genetics etc/cultural; religious intolerance, equality of women/racial; immigration,  etc – just thoughts off the top of my head) and with which the young participants are sure to be familiar (and probably hold views though they are likely to mirror those of the significant adults in their lives).  Students role play and possibly take part in some small group play making to explore and reveal the key arguments.
Learning Opportunities – Creating and analysing metaphors, indirectly handling controversial/sensitive issues, making connections between historical events and contemporary attitudes, encouraging understanding of historical events, sequencing ideas, selection of content, characterisation, devising dialogue, performance skills, developing confidence in expressive performance.
Reflective Action  Moment of truth / Giving Witness
A means to resolving the drama, with reflective discussion on the events used as a basis for predicting a crucial final scene. Whole group in role as pro and anti Hypatia.  One of the students is in role as Hypatia. In role, the practitioner should lead the final debate over what is to be done about the Astrolabe, and with Hypatia who has become far too much of a threat to the establishment – what next? This  could take the form of a mock trial with defence and prosecution, presided over by a corrupt practitioner in role as judge/leader of senate who despite all of their arguments to the contrary decides that Hypatia must be stopped.   With the teacher in role as a witness reading a pre-written monologue giving an account of the events which followed in from a highly subjective pro-Hypatia perspective, a retelling of the mob attack by a witness. 
Learning Opportunities – Understanding of events through drama, testing out prejudices, actions and consequences, encourages a critical attitude towards the influences of power, authority, science, religion etc,  combines information with effective response, identifies bias and prejudice, encourages an interest in fairness, balance and open mindedness.


