General Higher History revision Notes.
General

The exams are set to find out how well you have learned the subject and how well you can apply the knowledge. They are not set to catch you out.

As the timetable will be known well in advance, you will know the date and times of the exams well in advance. As the school can slightly vary the start time of exams it is your responsibility to check these times and the place you will sit. It is also your responsibility to bring all equipment needed, in this case at least a pen and a spare one. You must also know your Scottish Candidate Number which must be entered on your paper.
Any coursework submitted must be your own. If you submit someone else’s you could have all your awards cancelled. Make sure the school holds your personal records correctly. Make sure the school has a record of your name the way you want it to be shown on your certificate.

Check List 
The Study leave is not a skive so plan to use it properly.
· Don’t leave it to the last minute. Leave plenty of time to revise and don’t rely on cramming in the last few days before the exam.
· Draw up a realistic timetable so you can allocate enough time to each subject.

· The brain works better in the morning, when it is less tired, so study accordingly. Try a three hour study session in the morning, two hours in the afternoon and one hour in the evening.

· Do not spend too much time on the subjects you enjoy and put others off. 

· Refresh the brain by varying the topic you study in each session. Don’t spend all day on one topic.

· Keep taking short breaks. As soon as you start to lose concentration get some air, walk round and clear your mind.

· Experiment with several alternative revision techniques to find the one that works for you. You might like mind maps or more structured notes.
· Try studying with friends, which can make revision less boring and more tolerable.

· Go through past exam papers to see the kind of questions that come up.

· Once you are familiar with your subjects, practice answering questions in real time.

· If you don’t understand something, try a classmate. If that fails check with your teacher.

· Take regular moderate exercise, which will help you concentrate and keep you feeling calm.  

· Stay positive and don’t get stressed. Failing is not the end of the world. As long as you have tried your best no one will blame you if you fail.  

On the Day
Get up in enough time to have a good breakfast and get to the exam hall without rushing. Make sure you have all the equipment you need. You should be ready to enter the exam hall about 10 minutes before it starts. If you are late you must report to the person in charge who will decide whether or not you may enter. If you are not allowed in, the reasons for your lateness will be reported to the SQA and may be taken into consideration.

There are a number of things you must not take into the exam hall. Any candidate found in possession of a mobile phone or any other electronic communication device (including MP3 players) will have their examination entry cancelled. If you accidentally take anything prohibited into the exam hall including bags, give it give it to the invigilator for safe keeping till the end of the exam.

Sitting the Exam 
Take a deep breath before you start to read the paper and read it thoroughly. First, make sure it is the correct paper. If it is not the one you expected to sit, inform the invigilator. Read the instructions on the front of the paper and follow them carefully. Ask if you need paper and keep it inside your answer book. 

Work out the time allocation for each question and stick to it. Write a plan for your answers and start with an answer you are confident about. Do not use scrap paper and only write rough work in the answer book. Cross rough work out when you have finished with it. 
Problems

If you are prevented by illness or any other good reason from sitting the exam, you should report this to the teacher in charge as soon as possible. If you provide a medical certificate, make sure it covers the day of the exam. If you become ill during the exam, you do not need to provide a medical certificate. If you feel unwell or upset during the exam, tell the invigilator you will arrange for you to leave the room. The SQA will review the school estimates and results of absent candidates before the results are finalised. In certain circumstances, awards may be improved.

The structure of the History Exam

You will sit 2 papers in Higher History. Paper 1 has 2 essays to write in 80 minutes. Make sure you know where the sections we sit are and ignore the rest of the paper.

One essay is on Modern British History and the other on Russia. Each essay is worth 20 marks. Remember that 2 evenly balanced answers will give a better mark than one good essay and one unfinished answer. A second essay gaining 5 marks will gain more marks than if you polished the first essay. Paper 2 lasts 85 minutes and consists of a document or source based paper. Our topic is Appeasement and the Road to War and has 5 questions. This paper is worth 30 marks. There is a 3rd element, an extended essay which you will research through the school year and will be sat under exam conditions in the classroom. This will be sent away and is worth 30 marks.
A ‘C’ pass will rely heavily on telling a story to answer the question. The essay might contain some relevant information but will at least show that the writer knows what the question is about and there some attempt to use the information to arrive at a conclusion.

A ‘B’ pass will show that the writer understands what the question is really about. It will contain a lot of relevant information but structured in such a way as it backs up the points made in the introduction.. In each paragraph it will be clear how it links back to the main question.

An ‘A’ pass will also have a good and relevant structure, but the candidate will also show that they know that history is about debate. Every essay in the paper will ask in different ways why things happened or what you think about a certain topic. An ‘A’ pass will be able to explain the different points of view that individual historians have and perhaps even name them and include supporting quotes.  
The History Exam

The greatest sin in Higher History is irrelevance. In this exam, where there are two essays to write, it is important to be sure what the question is asking you. You need to pick the question you will answer based on how well you understand the question, not just because it ties in with your revision. 

All essays must have an introduction, a main body and a conclusion. Be sure you know what the question is asking you. Your introduction gives your line of argument, without any great detail. The detail comes in the main body. Your conclusion should sum up your argument by prioritising the points made before finally making a judgement and answering the question asked.

Structure your essay properly, jot down a plan with the important evidence you don’t want to omit. Make sure each paragraph starts with a key sentence that the rest of the paragraph develops, and that your paragraphs are linked. Make absolutely certain that you end up with a conclusion. If there is any doubt about time, leave out a paragraph and go on to the conclusion. You cannot pass without a conclusion.  If you want an A grade bring in different historical interpretations. When revising, condense your notes to get them into paragraph lengths.
In the Modern British section you should be aware of the following points.

Growth of Democracy.
· The extension of the Franchise. 1832 Reform Act, Disraeli’s 1867 Reform Act, Gladstone’s 1884 Reform Act

· Representation of the People Acts. In 1918 all mem over 21 and women over 30  enfranchised. Electorate more than doubled. 1828 Act gave women the vote on the same terms as men. In 1969 all persons over 18 enfranchised.

· Electoral Corruption Ballot Act 1872 Corrupt Practices Act 1885 and 1918 Representation of the People Act.
· Changes in Party Organisation 1867 Conservatives set up the National Union of Conservative Associations, 1870 founded Conservative Central Office, 1874 Conservative victory, 1877 National Liberal Federation, from 1867 Gladstone v Disraeli

· The problem of the House of Lords, non elected chamber with Conservative majority was a problem for Liberal governments. 1893 Lords reject second Home Rule Bill for Ireland. 1906 Liberal landslide, Lords reject Peoples’ Budget 1909. Lloyd George attacks Lords as ‘Mr Balfour’s poodle’ Parliament Act 1911

· Women’s Suffrage 1897 National Union of Women’s Suffragette Societies led by Millicent Fawcett, arguments used against Women’s suffrage. Emmeline Pankhurst founds Women’s Social and Political Union in 1903. militancy from 1905, 1912 set fire to pillar boxes. Emily Davison dies in front of Kingf’s horse at the Derby, Cat and Mouse Act of 1913, reasons for delays to women’s suffrage, war effort, 1918 gain vote.

Liberal Reforms 1906 – 1914
· Poverty Charles Booth and Seebohm Rowntree, poverty line, primary and secondary poverty, 34% military recruits for Boer War failed medical, national efficiency campaign, rise of collectivism.
· Old Age Pensions 1908. Insurance against ill health and unemployment 1911 School meals 1906, Medical Inspections 1907, minimum wages in some industries, 8 hour day for miners, trade boards 1909, 1911 shops Act, borstals and juvenile courts 1908.

Labour government 1945 - 1951 
· Beveridge  Report published 1942 by Churchill’s coalition government

· General Election of 1945 PM Clement Atlee

· Welfare measures 1945 Family Allowance Act, National Insurance Act 1946, National Assistance Act 1948, National Health Service Act 1946 came into effect 1948 under Bevan, council house building programme, New Towns Act 1946, 1944 White Paper on Employment policy

· Nationalisation 1946 Bank of England, coal and civil aviation 1947, public transport electrical and gas industries 1948, iron and steel 1949, denationalised by Tories 1953, problems with nationalisation.

· End of Labour government. By 1951 majority down to 6, economy in crisis due to Korean War of 1950, imports expensive, rearmament, Bevan resigns over prescription charges. 1951 Conservatives returned to power. 
