2nd Year Homework

Homework 1

The slaves leave America

Sometimes there were not enough slaves to fill a vessel, and slavers either had to lie offshore, partly loaded, waiting for more slaves, or go along the coast in search of more slaves. This was a dangerous period. The longer a ship remained in sight of land, the greater the chance that the slaves on board might revolt, and the greater the chances were that many slavers would die of yellow fever or black water fever.

The slave’s last moments on African soil were horrifying. They desperately clutched the earth and fought ‘the captains of the sands’, whose job it was to force them into the long canoes that carried them through the surf. Some threw themselves into the shark infested seas rather be eaten by the race of giant cannibals, called ‘koomi’, who, they believed, awaited them at the end of the journey across the sea.

1. Why was it dangerous for a slaver (slave ship) to remain in sight of land for too long?

2. How did the slaves show that they were desperate?

3. What did the slaves believe that the white men were going to do to them?  
Homework 2

Write down 5 reasons why Slavery would destabilise African Society and explain why you think so.
Homework 3

In this extract, Olaudah Equiano describes his arrival on the coast and his first moments on the slave ship: 
The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived on the coast was the sea., and a slave ship which was then riding at anchor and waiting for its cargo. These filled me with astonishment, which was soon converted into terror when I was carried on board. I was immediately handled and tossed up to see if I were sound by some of the crew and I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a world of bad spirits and that they were going to kill me.

1. How can you tell that this was the first time Equiano had been on the coast?

2. What did he think was going to happen to him on the ship?

3. Pick out the words that describe how he felt after his capture.
Homework 4

Choose 5 words from the following list which you think best describe conditions on a Slave ship.

pleasant

roomy

cramped

foul

filthy

comfortable




clean

brutal


hygienic
disgusting
overcrowded


Write a short paragraph to explain your choice of words.
Homework 5

Even so, many attempts to take over the ship were made by the slaves. Another slave ship captain, William Snellgrave, wrote about one of them.

The mutiny began at midnight. Two men that stood sentry permitted four slaves to come on deck but neglected to put the gratings back on the hatch. Four more Negroes came on deck and all eight attacked the two sentries. They tried to get their cutlasses from them, but we came to the rescue. Seeing that we had guns, they jumped over the side of the ship.

1. Explain how this attempt to take over by the slaves was done.

2. Why did the slaves not succeed in taking over the ship?

3. What problems could the Africans have faced if they had successfully taken over the ship?
Homework 6

Extended Writing Exercise

Topic – The Middle Passage

Paragraph One

· Loading the ship and chaining the slaves.

· Packing the slave hold ‘tight’ or ‘loose’ packing.

Paragraph Two

· Conditions in the slave hold – the filth, stench, overcrowding, heat, lack of air, groaning of the slaves.

· The daily routine, exercise etc.

Paragraph Three

· The fear of a slave revolt.

· Measures to prevent a slave mutiny.

Paragraph Four

· Arrival in America.

· Preparations for sale.

· Selling the slaves, scramble or auction.
Homework 7
Revision of the topic for the Slave Trade Test.
Homework 9
Write a table comparing a slave’s day to your own day.
	Time
	Slave’s Day
	My Day

	6.00 am (Sunrise)
	
	

	8.30 am
	
	

	9.00 am
	
	

	12.00 noon
	
	

	2.00 pm
	
	

	6.00 pm (Sunset)
	
	


Homework 10
Write a coded letter to help a slave escape from the plantation to Canada.
Underground Railroad Codes
	Baggage
	Escaping slaves

	Bundles of wood
	Fugitives to be expected

	Canaan
	Canada

	Drinking Gourd
	Big Dipper and the North Star

	Forwarding
	Taking fugitive slaves from station to station.

	Freedom Trade
	The Underground Railroad

	Gospel train
	The Underground Railroad

	Heaven or promised land
	Canada

	Load of potatoes
	Escaping slaves hidden under the farm produce in a wagon

	Moses
	Harriet Tubman

	Parcel
	Fugitives to be expected

	Preachers
	Leaders, speakers underground 

railroad

	River Jordan
	The Mississippi

	Shepherds
	People escorting slaves

	Station
	Place of safety and temporary refuge

safe house 

	Station Master
	Keeper of safe house

	Stockholder
	Donor of money, clothing, or food to 

the Underground Railroad


Homework 11
Revision of topic for Slave Plantation test.
Homework 12
Revision of topic for Victorian children test.
Homework 13
Complete the following text using the words provided.

Europe was divided into two _________ . These were called the Triple _______ and the Triple _______ . Members of each alliance promised to fight for each other if they were attacked.  It would only take a small incident to spark a war involving all of _______.
Germany had been trying to build up her navy and her empire. B_______ was _______ about this. Both countries raced each other to build the best navy. There was tension between both countries. This cause is called _________ .

The area to the South East of _________-________ was known as the Balkans. The area was very unstable. The European alliances had different ideas on how to deal with the problem.

France was keen on _______ with Germany. Germany had taken land from France in 1871 and they wanted the land back. They said it had been _______ from them by Germany.

stolen

worried

alliances

Europe
Entente

alliance



Austria-Hungary


militarism

revenge

Britain
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Homework 14
Source A is a British government poster produced in 1914

How useful is Source A as evidence of methods used by the British government to encourage men to enlist during the First World War?                                                                            4

Homework 15
Write a letter describing in as much detail as possible what it was like living in the Trenches.
Homework 16
Why were so many men killed on the first day of the Battle of Somme?
Homework 17
In Source A an eyewitness remembers living in an English village in 1917.

It was a terrible time, terrible. We were starving. I can remember my mother having to go out to pick dandelion leaves and then washing them and making sandwiches with them. We were forced to pick the greens off the turnips and cook them with potatoes, mashed up with margarine. We never saw a piece of meat for ages. Many days our mother would make a jug of custard for our dinner, and we ate it with bread and butter. I got sick of the sight of custard. I don’t know how mother managed. I hated seeing her sitting at the table with an empty plate. “Mummy, you’re not eating?” I’d say. “I’m not hungry” she’d reply. Whatever she had was for my brother and myself. If it had gone on for many more months, I don’t know what would have happened to us.
Discuss the attitude of the author of Source A towards food supply in Britain during the First World War? 










         3
Homework 18
Were the Germans justified is sinking the Lusitania?
Homework 19
Source A

Poison gas was a dreadful weapon which most cruelly affected the victim. The Germans won ground using the methods of the mass murderer. Their great army became in a single day an object of tremendous horror and great contempt.

Discuss the attitude of the author of Source A towards the use of poison gas?
                  4 
Homework 20
Source A is a photograph taken in 1917 on the Western Front.
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How useful is Source A as evidence of the conditions in which men fought in the First World War?                                                                                                                                        4
Homework 21
Source A was written by historian Tony Allen.

In 1879 Germany and Austria-Hungary signed a formal alliance and it was joined three year’s later by Italy, creating the Triple Alliance. German foreign policy changed when Kaiser Wilhelm II came to power in 1888. Within months, Russia and France had entered negotiations with one another and, by 1893, they had formally allied. Germany was now faced with the prospect of someday having to fight a war on two fronts. Britain, feeling somewhat isolated, searched for allies and, in 1902, signed a treaty with Japan.

How fully does Source A describe the system of alliances and understandings in existence by 1914?
You must use evidence from the source and your own knowledge and give reasons for your answer.
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Homework 22
Source A is a photograph taken in 1917 on the Western Front.
[image: image2.png]



Source B was taken from the diary of Private Ernest Atkins who fought on the Western Front in 1917.

Not a tree, not a blade of grass: just one vast stretch of poisoned mud and water filled shell holes through which men trudge on their constant labours. No one can imagine such a place unless they have actually seen it. The effect on me is worse than shelling or fighting, although there is that as well. Willpower alone keeps me going. Once you lose that, you are finished.

 How far do Sources A and B agree about conditions on the Western Front?                          4 
Homework 23
Source A was written by a soldier who was involved in a battle on the Western Front in 1916.

We struggled on through the dreadful mud and rain. Then came a tremendous crack above my head and I felt a jolt in my left shoulder. I watched in an amazed, detached sort of way as my right arm twisted upwards and then hung limp.

I realised I had been hit. Suddenly I was filled with happiness that I was saved from death and that I would be sent to hospital for treatment. I quickly forgot that I had just taken part in a failure and that I had done nothing to win the war.
Discuss the author’s attitude towards fighting on the Western Front?                                   5
4








